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	 I began writing our newsletter as the family watched 
the opening ceremonies of the 2010 Olympics in 

Vancouver. It’s a little surreal knowing that it’s taking place 
only a few miles away, and with 60,000 people attending! 

	 It’s rained most of the weekend, which �������� 
the spectators, but we’re happy to watch the games from 
home until midnight every evening. It’s exciting! Probably 
more so because of our love of Canada and the U.S., who 
always compete for top medals. When I was younger, I 
loved the ice skating… and now I just can’t get enough of 
the snowboarding, skiing, and a bit of speed skating. These 
athletes are crazy! Max is EXTREMELY blessed to be going 
to a snowboarding event on Monday with friends. 
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We spent Christmas weekend with our bible study group in a rustic cabin on the 
mountain (we did have plumbing – outdoors!). We had a blast eating Christmas 
dinner, hiking, playing board games, drinking coffee and listening to Johnny Cash.
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It’s not just fun and games for our co-laborers at Athletes in 
Action. It must be a time of intense outreach, one they’ve been 
preparing for with months of training. God bless them! as I am 
sure that they are in their element of evangelism. 

	 Happy Valentine’s Day as well! Isaac woke me up this morning 
asking if I would please pick out something “nice” for him to wear 
for his Valentine’s Day party at school. And he was waiting at the 
door 5 minutes before the other boys because he wanted to get 
there early! Ahhhh, our tender hearted little boy. 

	 I pray that you and your loved ones had a blessed day! 

	 And it’s a little belated… but Happy New Year! I love new 
beginnings. I love opportunities to reinvent, rebuild, and to 
celebrate. Rob would tell you that I use nearly every season… 
all types of weather… and any trip to anywhere as an elaborate 
excuse to celebrate. So when our foster child accepted Christ as His 
Savior during bedtime prayers last week… paired with the decision 
our own two boys had made last October that they were ready to 
be baptized… it didn’t take long to put two and two together. I told 
a like minded friend about our cause for celebration, and we are 
now planning a Baptism barbecue at the river for all three boys this 
summer.

	 It’s a new beginning for Kristian. A time for reinventing himself… 
rebuilding his future and of celebrating a new life with Christ. Praise God!

“We had to celebrate this happy day. For your 
brother was dead and has come back to life!  
He was lost, but now he is found!”	 Luke 15:32

(Kristian is our foster son who came to us in January, and with no 
immediate family members to go to, he will likely be with us for 
some time. He’s a great kid and smart as a whip. He is Isaac’s age 
(6) and attends the same class at Sumas Elementary. He’s also a 
“religious clean slate,” which is a truly beautiful thing. He prayed 
to God for the first time during our family bedtime prayers. He then 
asked simply “does God really hear our prayers?” which led to a short 
discussion and him asking “can I have the Holy Spirit too?”) 

	 I have found that the expression “leading someone to Christ” 
to be an odd one . Quite frankly, it’s more the opposite. They 
lead ME into telling them exactly what they want to hear and God 
does the rest. Yes, I suppose we do make ourselves available for the 
opportunity to come about, but otherwise, it’s entirely up to Him.  

Our foster child, Kristian (6) on the left and  Isaac (7) on the right. They're both in 
first grade at Sumas Elementary and get along just like brothers – as you can see!



	Since the unveiling of the SingleParentFamilyLife website, we’ve 
had several friends take a look to see what they thought, and 

their first reaction is how much they like the way it “looks.” That’s 
great… but what we would really like hearing is your opinion on 
WHAT IT OFFERS . It is an attractive site yes, but the amount of 
hours that Rob has put into formatting the hundreds of articles 
and resources… as well as talking to the many representatives 
of marriage and family… is what he is most proud of. We would 
eventually like to incorporate an informal webcam dialog. Rob’s 
current assignment is to work on our SingleParentFamilyLife 
informational packet mentioned in the last newsletter.  He wants to 
format its design after the “Hope for Orphans” informational packet 
that he did several years ago for the U.S.

I am so amazed when I get to see how often and in how many arena’s 
Rob’s work is used throughout ministry. We haven’t spent the last 
7 years on the front lines of FamilyLife, but in some ways Rob has 
touched more lives with his design than would have been possible 
with his voice. I’ve seen his work travel to many countries of the world. 
I’ve seen it used to reach the lost, the broken and the orphaned.

	 Rob would never “toot his own horn”, but occasionally (at least 
once a year!) I want to acknowledge what a wonderful servant God 	
has in my husband. 

	 When we see this all coming together, we get to see the 
evidence of God’s plan for our lives, and we have immeasurable 
hope for the future of our ministry. We can see the possibilities 
that span YEARS ahead!  

I hope that you will continually pray for our wisdom to 
recognize God, yield to God, and fortify ourselves by Him. 
Thank you!

	As for me, I will be speaking 
with a group of single mums 

in March. It’s a group that I’ve 
spoke with before, so it feels a little 
like going home. I absolutely love 
the gal who leads the group. My 
prayer is that I can help to affirm 
and encourage everyone involved, 
mums and leaders alike. 

	 And of course, I hope that you 
will pray for every heart in the 
room to be open and willing 	
to receive the gospel of Jesus 
Christ as He leads me to present 
it in the best possible way. 

	 I’m in the process of writing and developing the power point on 
the five love languages of apology. I would recommend reading 
Gary Chapman’s book The Five Love Languages of Apology. It’s a 
good follow-up to the Five Love Languages. I know that between 
the four (now five) personalities in our family, each one has very 
different needs… very different ways of expressing our love… 	
and very different ways of wishing love would be lavished on us.
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	 When I went to tuck Isaac into bed the night before Valentine’s, he was 
nearly in tears. I could tell something was bothering him, but he wouldn’t 
open-up (not unusual for the little guy). The next morning, I opened the gift 
that Rob had gotten me, and I realized Isaac had been upset because HE had 
wanted to get something for me also. For Isaac, love is shown in opportunities 
to give and receive gifts, and they don’t need to be expensive or fancy, just 
tokens of his love. It’s important enough that it troubles his heart and he “feels” 
unlovable if he can’t.

	 For me, I didn’t experience the type of love I desired growing up until I became 
an adult, and by then, I had experienced a lot of pain and poor decisions. 

	 Some of you may be in marriages now, where you feel like your spouse isn’t 
communicating their love in a way that you need, or that the apologies that 
you are given just aren’t hitting the mark (for Rob, getting a big hug after my 
sincere apology helps bring it home… one of his love languages 	
is physical touch). It may be a real marriage booster if you can identify your 
spouses love languages and start using them!

	 Above everything that we can learn in books, God’s word should be 
our lamp and our light. I tell the boys that if they remember to love God 
with all of your heart, soul and mind… and then to love your neighbor 
(Matthew 22:36)… they’ll have peace of mind and purpose.
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With Love,
Rob, Carrie,  Max, Isaac, and Kristian

PURE

This is my brand new day starting now
I let go the things that weigh me down
And rob me of the beauty that’s to be found	

in life all around
This is my prayer without ceasing, 	

the negative releasing

And I rise above my burden is easing
I bring the pure flow, like water around
The rocks of life won’t pull me down
I bring the pure flow drink so deep
The river of life, my soul at ease
I bring the pure flow, like water around
The rocks of life won’t pull me down
I bring the pure flow rising above 
The storms of life to live and love

This is my brand new day in the light
Troubles rising up on the left and the right
I keep my eyes fixed on where I want to go
The rest will follow
And this is my prayer without ceasing 	

the negative releasing
And as I rise above my burden is easing

This is my brand new day starting now
Letting go of the way I fall down
The old can be made new the lost can be found
The lost will be found
And this is my prayer without ceasing	

the negative releasing
And as I rise above my burden is easing
My soul is at ease and I am free
This is my day
I am free. Superchick
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Tidbits, Prayers, and Praises

So thank you for praying for my patience and endurance, 

as well as a life well lived for Jesus.

•	 Over the summer, the foster daughter of good friends 

stayed with us for a time. She is an awesome girl, who is 

expecting her first child this month. Please pray for her 

future, as well as a decision to receive into her heart the 

love God has extended.

•	 It would help make OUR prayer life a lot more interesting 

if we could pray specifically for you and your kids! If you 

could write us a note or send a short email, telling us about 

your kids’ hopes and dreams for the future, we would 

be thrilled to pray for them as a family. I want Max and 

Isaac to see God’s faithfulness over the long-haul. I want 

to give them as many reasons to praise God as possible. 

And I want them to see that we can approach God for 

“specifics” and with great expectations. So email to carrie@

familylifers.com or drop a note in the mail to:

PO Box 898 Sumas Wa 98295

•	 I have the opportunity to practice my faith  as I undergo 

several different procedures to identify and remove various 

“issues” that have cropped up due to my ongoing immune-

suppressant prescription use. (does that sound mysterious 

and vague enough for you? LOL)

For someone with nearly 20 years of treatment for Crohn’s 

under her belt, I am extremely blessed. I have explained, 

that after my last surgery, there would be repercussions 

from having very little intestine. Surgeries, combined with 

the immune-suppressing drugs that I inject at home, have 

caused other threatening cancers and oddities to occur.

Quite honestly, it all concerns me very little, other than 

the aggravating time it takes for appointments, surgery, 

and healing.


