
(a dance of Repentance and Revelation)

Coming home from a new bible study this week, I thought 
of the dance that Rob and I are in with God, and I thought 
too, of how I so wished that I could view your dance. Would 
it look like mine? Do you go through times in your walk with 
God that are dull and others so beautiful that it overwhelms 
your sensibility? Do you too go through states of rebellion or 
simple passivity, only to be shook awake by God to the truth 
and given opportunities that seem far beyond your abilities or 
imagination?

It has continued to be a season of wonder in both our personal 
lives and in ministry. We began an eye-opening study of 
Revelation this fall, as well as began attending a new church. 
Max is attending an alternative school part-time so that he 
can dedicate more time to his music and special courses. Rob 
completed his initial work on the Single Parent FamilyLife 
website, and has begun design for the informational resource 
packet for distribution to churches. With this resource, as 
well as the website, we will have an adequate calling-card to 
leave with individuals wishing to start a single parent family 
ministry or are looking to join one. And last, but not least, we have 

finally completed the licensing process to become foster parents in 
the state of Washington and will be making our home a safe place 
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for current foster parents to use as respite. The boys are VERY excited 
about fostering, and they only wish that we would accept a permanent 
placement, preferably a little girl around 8-10 years old. We’ll see.

The changes have seemed even greater in our own hearts and home. 
Through our Revelation study and our ministry development, God 
has warned us of complacency and indifference to spiritual warfare. 
The implications of not standing in the gap for our culture, and the 
ones we are called to serve, can be devastating. Are we practicing our 
gifts through the empowerment and wisdom of the Holy Spirit? Are 
we encouraging an abundant life in Christ? And, if not, are we likely 
producing a weakened, lukewarm church (ministry) that is in great 
danger of judgment. 

God put His Spirit in us so we could be known for our 
power. Sadly, most believers and churches are known 
for talent and intellect rather than supernatural power. 
What’s worse, is that we’re okay with it.

(A question and conversation for another day… do we need a new  
kind of shepherd? Do we need a little less boomer leadership and a  
little more prophetic leadership? Read an article on the subject at 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/le/thepastor/pastorsrole/
speakingintomeltdown.html entitled “Speaking into the MeltDown… 
what might God be saying in tough economic times?”

I pray that as you see our ministry develop, and our lives lived out daily, 
you will see God’s truth presented in a wise and gentle manner. I pray we 
will present God in his fullest to those we speak to at conferences and in 
conversation. We want to speak encouragement, but more importantly, 
we wish to convey the abundant life that can be lived in Christ only 
through repentance and revelation.   

(news from India and China:)

From India our co-workers write, “Thanks for praying. Our hall was 
full for the Next 
Level Seminar we did 
yesterday. Praise God 
that the translation 
(of our FL material) 
has been started in 
Hindi, Gujarati, 
Tamil.” Phil and 
Lorry Taylor traveled 
for 5 weeks through-
out India, visiting 4 of 
the largest cities in the 
country, ministering 
to large groups, small 
groups and pastors 
using their newly 
translated materials. 
Following their final 
day of outreach, Phil’s 
father passed away in 
their home province 
of Alberta, Canada. 
Please pray a loving 
prayer of condolences 
for their earthly loss.

John Kwok writes 
for his wife Lillian in 
China, “She has just 

Phil and Lorry with FamilyLife (top left front)  just got back from 
conferences in India starting from the north in New Delhi, then 
to Mumbai, Bangalore and last to Chennai in the South of the 
country. These are 4 of the five largest cities in India.



finished the long trip in China and Hong Kong. She has just spent 
six weeks in Asia. Although the trip was tough, it is the most fruitful 
conference we ever run. In the first conference we spoke in Xiamen (60 
couples)… eight conference attendees accepted Christ as their savior and 
made their declaration in front of 130 people. Don’t forget it happened 
in China. Praise the Lord. We also trained 25 couples to start different 
home builders groups in their homes. Pray for them.” (HomeBuilders is 
the FamilyLife bible study series.)

(and from Canada:)

A single parent writes concerning her search for a good bible study 
group, “Deep down inside I couldn’t go through another “I’ve been 
happily married for 20 years and don’t know what you are going 
through” lunch. I 
hope you take this 
the right way. I 
love these people 
and they are doing 
their best. They 
just don’t know 
what to do with 
us. We don’t need 
lunch. We need a 
support group to 
establish healthy 
friendships and 
learn the word 
of God as single 
moms.”

Rob and I have spent weeks communicating with U.S. and Canada’s 

best and foremost leaders in single parent ministries. They have been 
very gracious to allow us to use their articles, materials and studies as 
references/recommendations on our website. The above parent used a 
resource entitled “The 21 Principles” by Lori Little to initiate a study in 
her own church. 

Please visit our new site at SingleParentFamilyLife.com!! (nervous 
applause) It will eventually be tied to our corporate supersite at 
Power to Change, enabling it to possess many more features, bells 
and whistles. We are very grateful for the time given to us by the rest 
of the FamilyLife staff to accomplish this hurdle. 

(and a marriage update from Washington state:)

In the time we’ve been in Washington, we’ve watched the laws change 
in opposition of God’s truth. We’ve seen Washington become the 
second state in the nation to pass “a right to die” law for those aging or 
terminally ill. We’ve seen gay and lesbians get all the rights of married 
couples through the passing of Referendum 71. A group that is nearly 
childless is now running the social policy for families in Washington 
State. 

Quote, “There were quite the intense discussions among gay and 
lesbian leaders. I was in the minority of not wanting to do everything 
at once,” said Senator Ed Murray, one of the chief architects of 
Washington’s equality movement. Murray’s increment, even cautious 
(sneaky), approach paid off. Marriage equality has been defeated almost 
everywhere else that has not taken the methodical route of Washington 
State. Even though R-71 wasn’t about gays and lesbians marrying, it is a 
building block upon which marriage equality will happen.  

From writer, Ryan Blethen, The Seattle Times
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Whistler, BC is one of FamilyLife Canada's largest conferences 
– and what a beautiful setting! Make plans for you and your 
spouse to visit Banff or Niagra Falls this spring.



(miscellaneous love notes:)

~Remembing Vanya. If you would, please remember that we consider 
it a blessing and privilege to be a member of Vanya’s family in Christ 
and we welcome you to be in constant prayer for his future, health 
and well being. He is no longer at the hospital he was born into, in 
Yekaterinburg, Russia, but after his 7th birthday was moved into an 
orphanage where he could begin to live among other children his age, 
likely having HIV/Aids. His doctor, Dr.Natalia, has mentioned that 
although it may be good for him to be with other children, the health 
care and continual exposure to children with progressed HIV may not 
be best. And she seems unconvinced that he is getting the love and 
attention that he had received in his early years at the hospital. Vanya 
has turned 10 this last October. Ten years old, wow. We met him 
during the summer he was only 5. Dear, sweet Vanya. God must love 
you very much.

~We would covet your prayers as FamilyLife Canada begins it’s search  
of a new national director. 

~And I want to share thankfulness from my own heart for how God has 
designed and orchestrated our Weekend to Remember Conferences. 
With this emphasized desire in Rob and I’s life to hear all of God’s 
truth spoken and to ensure the gospel be told, I hope that you will 
join me in praying for our conference speakers and designers, in their 
ability and boldness in ministering the Good news written into our 
material. And please pray as well, for this falls attendees. Many have 
heard God’s plan for their marriages for the first time, or have made a 
life changing decision to follow Jesus. God help them to grow in their 
new found freedom.

~Rob spoke with nearly ALL of you concerning our support during 
the months of August and September. It was SUCH a blessing for 
him… and for me too. Each day when he would come home I would 
ask, “Who did you talk to today?” And he would walk through all of 
the conversation that he’d had. He’d recall any interesting facts (and 
gossip), as well as the “seasons” of your lives that we’d missed. Rob 
rarely came home discouraged or beaten down, and whether you were 
necessarily able to support us any differently through your giving, 
you always managed to make us smile with your conversations and 
encouragement. 

You, our supporters, are absolutely the most genuine and caring 
group of people that God could have ever surrounded us by. You  
are our “home” as God’s leads us far from our own. We love you  
all much.

“Light shines in the darkness for the godly. They are generous, 
compassionate, and righteous. Good comes to those who lend 
money generously and conduct their business fairly. Such 
people will not be overcome by evil. Those who are righteous 
will be long remembered. They do not fear bad news; they 
confidently trust the Lord to care for them. They are confident 
and fearless and can face their foes triumphantly. They share 
freely and give generously to those in need. Their good deeds 
will be remembered forever. They will have influence and honor. 
The wicked will see this and be infuriated. They will grind their 
teeth in anger; they will slink away, their hopes thwarted.”  
Psalm 112
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~Happy 7th Birthday Isaac! Dec 5th

~Happy 12th Birthday Max! Sept 20th

~Happy 41st Birthday Carrie! Oct 28th

~and Happy Thanksgiving from our  
home to yours!

The snow's here in the Northwest - at least 
in the mountains. In this picture, Carrie isn't 
kneeling, she actually fell through the snow 
which is about 5 feet deep.


