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FAMILYLIFERSAug '09 ministry update

Hello Family  
and Friends!

It’s been a beautiful summer! It’s been a warm week, (for the 
Northwest), and the boys have been staying close to the little pool that 
friends passed down to us last year. It’s amazing how thankful you can 
be for small favors! 

In Ministry…

It has been a true season of pruning. Over the last few months, 
several more staff families have left and several ministry ventures have 
ended. Our staff at FamilyLife Canada is a small group, where one couple 
often heads up an entire sector or outreach.  When a couple leaves, it’s 
a very real loss. You are not only losing a co-worker and a friend, but an 
opportunity to outreach to a specific group of individuals.

However, the changes going on at FamilyLife Canada are good 
ones… necessary ones. I don’t know how many times over the years 
that Rob and I have prayed for God’s pruning in our own lives as 

well as in the life of our ministry. And that can mean nothing but 
growth for the future... good growth… healthy growth. Although, 
you never really know what form that growth will take on, do you? 
FamilyLife is redefining how  we minister and to whom… honing our 
mission… remembering our First Love. 

Our Real Marriage, Legacy, Weekend to Remember, and Chinese conferences 
should go on as planned this fall. We have dedicated staff and outstanding 
speaker couples ready to meet the felt needs of Canadian families.
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Stuff the pool...
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God is moving as never before in Asia and India as the good news of Jesus’ 
love penetrates these cultures steeped in “little gods” who cannot bring any 
hope or eternal perspective to a needy people. FamilyLife is in the beginning 
stages of partnerships that are bringing the time-tested marriage principles to 
these places that are now only a day away by plane and only a click away via 
the internet.

Pray for Canada’s Upcoming Weekend  
to Remember Marriage Conferences

Within the last year, Paraguay nationals 
have trained over 50 local speaker 
couples, equipping them to use our Real 
Marriage conference material and Gospel 
presentation. Paraguay has translated our 
RM manual into Spanish  and German and 
plan to continue their own faith venture 
into the country of Chile.

Our co-laborers, Phil and Lorry Taylor, 
will be making their 22 trip to India in 
October. They will meet leaders of two 
large networking Indian ministries. Ramesh 
Landge and Richard Howell are part of Rick 
Warren’s church initiative to establish and 
maintain 1.4 million cell groups in India.  
The Taylors have poured much sweat 
and labor into the strategic planning for 
partnering with these leaders, and India’s 
cell groups, using our FamilyLife material 
(there are 90,000,000 English speaking 
Indians).  This is an opportunity unlike 
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 FamilyLife Marriage Seminar in Trichy, India

“ ”
“This conference saved our failing marriage. Years of pain and resentment were 
shed, and true healing began. We gave our marriage over to God. Now, we begin 
our true marriage and I can’t wait for the honeymoon!”

– Married 13 years/Edmonton, AB



we have experienced before in our ministry and we would ask prayers for this 
ministry initiative.

As for Rob and I, our plan is that we can remain dedicated to our development 
of Single Parent FamilyLife, while still serving our leadership well and in 
the best capacity. The website has been a monumental task, but is coming 
along beautifully.  Rob continues, as well, to do design projects as needed, 
desiring very much to be a participant in the big picture of FamilyLife marriage 
conferences. We love what we do! 

We all have a sense of renewed hope and anticipation at FamilyLife Canada. 
Rob and I request your continued prayers for God’s leading. 

In Memory…

We attended the funeral of one of our dearest friends this last week. His death 
was sudden and unexpected, but he and his wife, Judy, possessed such a 
beautiful testimony the last few months of Bob’s illness. They yielded to the 
peace that surpasses all of our understanding… allowing God to use them 
mightily for all to see.  On the day of the eulogy, I couldn’t help but be torn 
between tears of overwhelming joy and tears of great sadness. We dedicate this 
printing in loving memory of our neighbor and friend, Bob Heinrichs. “Well 
done,” I am sure, “God’s good and faithful servant.”

“Then your light shall break forth like the morning, your healing shall spring 
forth speedily, and your righteousness shall go before you: The glory of the Lord 
shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; You  
shall cry, and He will say, ‘Here I am.” 

– Isaiah 58:8-9 

Our Vacation…

Circumstances led us to take our vacation early this summer, which didn’t 
leave us a lot of time for planning/saving/ect.  But without any hesitation, we 
packed, loaded, and STUFFED our Tahoe! We traveled along the Pacific coast 
through Washington, Oregon and into Northern California to camp among  
the Redwoods.

We enjoyed two wonderful weeks together as well as survived sleeping on the 
ground at 40 years old! The Tahoe also survived… adding another 2000 miles 
to its’ already 281,000! 

It went a bit against common 
sense to venture out, with 
the Tahoe in the condition 
it was, but it felt “right”… 
and we were also excited 
about spending time with 
our good friends Bob and 
Judy Heinrichs in Otis, 
Oregon… the same couple I 
mentioned above. Bob went 
to be with the Lord shortly 
after we visited.

All in all, it was a very 
precious journey for our 
family.  And I hope that you 
too, in all things big and 
small, have an opportunity 
to encounter God’s presence 
this summer.
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 A lil' "Green" in the Redwoods…



My Teeth, the Tahoe and a Ton of Coffee…

Several months back we told you of our need to replace our Tahoe, and we 
made a plea for finances. Then immediately after, we found out that I would 
need thousands of dollars worth of dental work and that a new vehicle would 
have to be placed on hold. 

But just as He always has, God came through… and in a big way. I was able 
to meet with a Christian dentist out of Surrey, British Columbia, and because 
we share a mutual friendship with another wonderful couple in ministry, 
Dr. Wedan has offered his services… free of charge. And as much as I was 
humbled by his generosity (It was one of the few times in my life that I found 
myself completely speechless), what amazed me even more, is how perfectly 
God used our relationships, being believers in Jesus Christ and members in 
the family of God, as an avenue to orchestrate His plan for our lives, and to 
His glory. As I drove home from the doctors office that day, I thought 
how, at times, we can feel 
so desperately apart, alone 
or deserted… and then in 
contrast… how well our 
Father knows every detail 
of our lives, meets every 
need, and every concern.  
His willingness to go to the 
ends of earth for us didn’t 
end with the death of His son 
on the cross. He CONTINUES 
to be our personal, daily 
companion and Savior. The 
God of the universe knows 
my name! 

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,  
that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth  
us not, because it knew him not.”

– 1 John 3:1

As far as the Tahoe…it gave us its one last “hurrah!” After returning from our 
trip to California the transmission began to fail, adding to a multitude of other 
issues. But because the Tahoe had been such an awesome truck, I had set 
some very high expectations for its replacement! 

The Expedition we recently purchased is in nearly the exact same condition 
as the Tahoe was at the time we bought IT…ten years old, 160,000 miles,  
one-owner, clean, dependable and reasonably priced. The gifts that you had 
sent to cover the cost of either the truck or my teeth will be nearly enough to 
pay for it in full…the rest we will pay for over time. Thank you! I feel very, 
very blessed!
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In the garden…



And speaking of blessed… 

If you remember, Rob and I were no longer going to purchase coffee in order 
to play our part in saving money. Well, once again, you and our friends at 
FamilyLife Canada, have taken care of every angle! There are obviously many 
coffee lovers out there, because we received enough bean, cards and gifts to 
keep us in coffee for the summer!  It came from opposite ends of the United 
States… Florida, California, Texas, Michigan as well as the Provinces of 
Saskatchewan and BC! Praise God! And thank you again! 

Check out our garden pictures too! We don’t have a particularly large crop 
of any one thing, but what we do have seems to be growing quite well… 
tomatoes, peppers, lettuce, cauliflower, beans, carrots, radishes, green onions, 
gourds, pumpkins, gooseberries, currants, apricots and cherries. Notice how the 
pumpkins are growing on the fence in between the beans. Can they do that?

Live and Learn…

I’ve learned a lot about Max this summer. I’ve been reading books on the 
subject of “Asperger’s Syndrome”… it’s a unique personality trait within the 
autism spectrum that we’ve known Max possesses for some time now. But 
until this last year, we hadn’t studied it as a family. Max is just now interested 
in the details of his personality and others who have lived it. Many of  the so-
called “genius’s” of our time had Asperger’s, including Bill Gates. 

It all started for Max when he was an infant and really came to light when 
he was two or so. He never behaved quite like other children. When he was 
a baby, he was highly sensitive to light, touch, sounds, or food… and as he 
grew it became painful for him to do the simplest things… like give hugs or 
look you in the eye. Max struggles to relay compassion, although he is a VERY 
deep thinker and has a good and growing gift of discernment. He forms his 
responses while looking at the ground, has a very keen sense of balance and  
a talent for music and engineering. Max isn’t at a disadvantage, but he doesn’t 

always do a good job of communicating and is often misunderstood. He is 
analytical and direct, as well as loyal and creative. I enjoy Max’s complicated 
nature, and likewise, find great comfort in Isaac’s easy one. 

And I’ve learned a lot about myself this summer too. (Max and I are “two peas 
in a pod!”) So, it’s for that reason, that I request your prayers that Max and I 
may become better and compassionate servants of God through the wisdom 
we’ve received.

page 5The Green FamilyLifers - with FamilyLife Canada ✦♦♦✦

{ Page 3 }{ Page 1 } { Page 4 } { Page 2 } { Page 5 } { PRINT }

 Max at the ocean…

In Love,

Rob & Carrie Green


